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ne CiA, we ars
n, is a tva-cdged sword.

tis affective for inflicting wounds
tseate of thow fatal)y on cnemics of
the state—but it is also capable of in-
fiicting deep wounds oa us as weil.

The problem is trhat in washing the
CIA's dirty linen, we may also wash
away some shared assumptions about
the way the nation is supposcd to
work and the ideals it is suppased to

stand for. With terribic irony, it will
rca:h a fever pm.h in thc Biccntea-
nial Yeer.

The rﬂvdauons—already leaking
with the deadening regularity of a
faucet heard in a room at rmd'nght—
scem  destined to toucn departed
Presidents
that we mnust kiow whether or not
they vsed muvder as an instrument
of foreizn policy, the nation rctains

3

fornd

an almost child-like need to Le reas-.

sured about the legitimacy of its his-
{orn

lf histary is rewritten — if Presi-
dents become  killers — what will
that do to the way we pcrccwc the
present?
C It is a troubling qucstmn, for this
nation — more than most others —
carnot alford to drift in a moral vac-
uwum. Theodore White, America's pre-
miee President: \valt.hcr knifcd to the

ncart of the matter “hcn he wrote:

tnat Richard
{was than)

NMixon's “truc crime

l} JE /g/«,

peginning to -

While history dcemaads .

he dostioyed the myth
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that seimcwhere in American life
there ix at ieast ene man who stands
for law . . .. White wrotg that in a
book titled, with remarkable preci-
sion, “Breach of Faith.”

If (and it is a big if) the Kenrcdys
— plus Truman and Johnson — are
thrown intp the historical meat-
grinder by the CIA hearings and by
the assoried White House and Con-
gressional leaks, it will be alnmost im-
possible (as Ford seems intent on
doing) to contain the damage: after
all, if they did it, why are we to ac-

u:pt the bland statemecnf" that the

President no longer makes use of this
terrible swift CIA sword.
We cannot — not unless we believe

that what Presidents say is true, no’

questions asked. And, infected by alt

not rationally support.

We cannot afford it, in Ford's case,
because he does not aliow it. In re-
sponding to a press conference ques-
tion about CIA cfforts to *'destabi-
lize” the Allende gnvernment in
Chile, Ford said: “I'n not going to

pass }udnmcm on whether it's per-
nnttcd . under international Jaw.
It's a rccogmzcd fact that histor-
ically as well as presently such ac-
tions are taken in the best intcrests
of the countrics involved.”

The question is: who decides the

“best interests’? And how?
Ford had ne answer, except 1o noto
that Congress <hould be kept "quy
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inforined" in ordze o he > in\.l'uk.J in
the npun.wn: for any such action.’
The wardy hint not so much ar Je-
baie and consensus as at conptinn.

Congress has yet to kegin geap-
pling with this problem — but its his-
torical dirty iinen is also abundantiv
on display (Lucicu Nedzi. chairman
of the House CIA “oversight’ coni-
mittee admitted he had been bricfed
about CIA domestic operations—but
did nothing to pass the word aleng).

What tien is to stop an Amecrican
forcign policy that rzsts en the
whims of the President and Secrc-
tary of State alone? Dr. Kissinger
nimself has publicly called for a
broad agrcement on foreign policy
goals; it's the only effective way ke
can operate, he says.

.- But how can such blind, trusting
consensus ever act as a guard on the

unseen hand of the CIA? The poison :
.spreads; from history into the ;1Lc<-.i

ent, covering our pcucpuoc.s of the
world with an eily film of cynicism.
If we cannot believe what the Presi-
dent says,
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“then there can be no !

ground for realistic debate: it would
make more sease o talk to a mirage.

If we have one forcign policy in !

public, and another in secret, there
can be no national cmmmlmcnt tn

any visible goal. We would run the.

risk of being just another CIA
“front;" the biggest “proprictary® of
all might turn out to be the United
States uf Amcrica. :
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